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8K�TKEQTFCVG�SWGN�RGTUQPCIIKQ�KPVGTRTGVCVQ�FC�.GQPCTFQ�&K%CRTKQ�KP�
̳2TQXC�C�RTGPFGTOK̴!�+N�VTWřCVQTG�EJG�FKXGPVC�WṔHCUEKPQUQ�G�CŚFC-
DKNG�RKNQVC�FGNNC�EQORCIPKC�CGTGĆ2CP�#O!�'EEQ��GUKUVG�FCXXGTQ�� KP�
RKĩ�è�WP�QVVKOQ�HQVQITCHQ�G�CPEJG�WP�CWVQTG�FK�WP�DGUV�UGNNGT��6JQOCU�
Salme: 13 anni nei cieli del mondo, 10.000 ore di volo e 700.000 pas-
UGIIGTK̎�OC�VWVVQ�EKď�UGP\C�WPC�XGTC�NKEGP\C��

*Q�CXWVQ�NC�HQTVWPC�FK�EQPQUEGTG�6JQOCU�WPC�FGEKPC�FK�CPPK�HC�FWTCP-
te una cena da amici, mi colpirono il suo entusiasmo e il modo in cui 
CNKOGPVCXC�NG�UWG�FWG�ITCPFK�RCUUKQPK��NC�HCOKINKC�G�KN�NCXQTQ�FK�HQVQITC-
HQ�G�ECOGTCOCP��/C�NC�UWC�RTKOC��ITCPFG�RCUUKQPG�GTC�UVCVC�WP	CNVTC��
6JQOCU�è�FK� ,QTFDTQ��WP�UQDDQTIQ�FK�5VQEEQNOC�G�RTQXKGPG�FC�WPC�
HCOKINKC�DQTIJGUG��+PK\Kď�C�KOOCIKPCTG�FK�FKXGPVCTG�RKNQVC�IKÒ�C�QVVQ�
CPPK��G�HQTUG�NC�RCUUKQPG�UEQRRKď�KP�SWGNNC�OCVVKPC�CNNQ�UECNQ�FK�#TNCP-
FC�C����MO�FCNNC�ECRKVCNG��FQXG�KN�UWQ�RCRÒ�
CPEJG�NWK�CRRCUUKQPCVQ�FK�
HQVQITCŜC���NQ�RQTVď�EQP�NWK�RGT�XGFGTG�FGEQNNCTG�INK�CGTGK��2WTVTQRRQ�
NC�OCOOC�NQ�NCUEKď�CNNC�OCIIKQTG�GVÒ�G�6JQOCU�EQP�K�RQEJK�UQNFK�EJG�
CXGXC� C� FKURQUK\KQPG� TKWUE÷� C� RTGPFGTG� UQNQ� KN� DTGXGVVQ� RGT� RKNQVCTG�
arei della dimensione dei piccoli Cessna. Il suo sogno non si era com-
RNGVCOGPVG�TGCNK\\CVQ̎�8QNQPVÒ��ECTKUOC�GF�GPVWUKCUOQ�FC�XGPFGTG�
sono caratteristiche importanti nella vita ma da sole non riescono a 
HCT�XQNCTG�WP�IKICPVG�EQOG�WP�$QGKPI������KPXGEG�6JQOCU�NQ�HCTÒ�RGT�
���CPPK�G�UCTÒ�WP�DTCXQ�RKNQVC��.C�UQNW\KQPG�CTTKXC�ITC\KG�CN�UWQ�URKTKVQ�
intraprendente, imparando su un simulatore di voli di linea della SAS. 
.C� EQUC� KPETGFKDKNG� EJG� CTTKXGTÒ� C� GUUGTG� ECRKVCPQ� UGP\C� WPC� XGTC�
NKEGP\C��6JQOCU�OK�JC�CEEGPPCVQ�C�EQOG�KPK\Kď�N̽CFFGUVTCOGPVQ�FC�
CWVQFKFCVVC�G�RCTG�WPC�DCVVWVC��̮7PC�DGNNC�UGTC�JQ�EJKCOCVQ�NC�5#5�
RGT�UCRGTG�UG�G�SWCPFQ�UK�RQVGXC�WVKNK\\CTG�KN�UKOWNCVQTG�FK�XQNQ��XKUVQ�
EJG�XQNGXQ�HCTG�RTCVKEC�CXGPFQ�FC�RQEQ�QVVGPWVQ�KN�DTGXGVVQ�FK�XQNQ���̯��
La sua prima innocente bugia per arrivare a volare. 

̮.C�RTKOC�XQNVC�EJG�OK�VTQXCK�N÷��KP�SWGUVC�ECDKPC�FK�RKNQVCIIKQ�RTQXCK�
WP̽GOQ\KQPG�ITCPFG��OC�PQP�UCRGXQ�RTQRTKQ�FC�FQXG�EQOKPEKCTG��'TQ�
RGTď�EQUEKGPVG�FK�GUUGTG�KP�ITCFQ�FK�HCT�XQNCTG�SWGINK�CGTGK��CNVTKOGPVK�
PQP�CXTGK�OCK�OCPFCVQ� KN�%8��2QK�WPC�XQNVC� HCVVC�RTCVKEC�UWN�UKOWNC-
tore e diventato pilota di linea, ho sempre avuto un grande senso di 
TGURQPUCDKNKVÒ�RGT�K�OKGK�RCUUGIIGTK̯�.K�EJKCOC�K�̵OKGK̽�RCUUGIIGTK�G�
SWCPFQ� TCEEQPVC� NC� UWC� KPETGFKDKNG� UVQTKC��6JQOCU�è� UGORTG�UGTKQ��
EQOG� SWCPFQ� OK� RCTNď� KP� RCTVKEQNCTG� FK� FWG� CVVGTTCIIK� FK� HQTVWPC��
conclusi senza nessuna conseguenza. Complice il destino e la sua 
RTGRCTC\KQPG�6JQOCU�5CNOG�TKWUE÷�C� HCTUK�CUUWOGTG�PGN������FCNNC�
#KT� 1PG�� EQP� WP� RKEEQNQ� VTWEEQ� ITC\KG� CPEJG�
C� WPC� HCNNC� PGK� EQPVTQNNK� FGNNG� NKEGP\G�� 5K� VGTTÒ�
SWGUVQ� UGITGVQ� FGPVTQ� RGT� OQNVQ� VGORQ�� PQP�
NQ�UXGNď�PGOOGPQ�C�UWC�OQINKG��WPC�DGNNKUUKOC�
TCIC\\C�EJG� KPEQPVTď�C�/KNCPQ��C�UWQ�RCFTG�Q�
CK�UWQK�ŜINK��2GT����NWPIJK�CPPK�6JQOCU�JC�XKU-
UWVQ�EQP�KN�VKOQTG�OC�C�VTCVVK�SWCUK�NC�URGTCP\C��
di essere scoperto. Poi una sera, poco prima di 
WP�FGEQNNQ��NC�̵HQTVWPC̽�CDDCPFQPď�6JQOCU��#F�
Amsterdam, due agenti della polizia aereopor-
VWCNG�QNCPFGUG�NQ�HGTOCTQPQ�G�RGT�6JQOCU�HW�NC�
NKDGTC\KQPG�FC�SWGN�RGUQ�EJG�QTOCK�GTC�FKXGPVC-
VQ�WP�OCEKIPQ��&C�SWK�è�KPK\KCVC�NC�UWC�UGEQPFC�
XKVC�OC�UVCXQNVC�FC�WQOQ�NKDGTQ�ŜPCNOGPVG��

6JQOCU�OK�JC�EQPŜFCVQ�EJG�GUUGTG�WP�WQOQ�
NKDGTQ�è�UVCVC�FCXXGTQ�WPC�DWQPC�UQTVG��̮.C�XKVC�
è�EQOG�WPQ�UEJKQEEQ�FK�FKVC��RWď�ECODKCTG�KP�
WP�CVVKOQ�G�NC�HQTVWPC�HC�NC�UWC�RCTVG̯��0G�è�EQU÷�
EQPUCRGXQNG�EJG�UK�è�RTGUQ�C�EWQTG� KN�ECUQ�FK�
%JKEQ�(QTVK��EJG�PGN������HW�CEEWUCVQ�KPIKWUVC-
mente di omicidio a Miami e che ancora oggi 
è�FGVGPWVQ�EQP�NC�RGPC�FGNN̽GTICUVQNQ��6JQOCU�
KPEQPVTď�RGT�ECUQ�NQ�\KQ�FK�%JKEQ�WP�RCKQ�FK�OGUK�
FQRQ�GUUGTG�UVCVQ�UOCUEJGTCVQ�G�FC�SWGN�OQ-
mento ha prodotto interviste e servizi per aiutare gli avvocati nella 
UWC�NKDGTC\KQPG�G�EK�NCXQTGTÒ�ŜPEJè�PQP�UK�TKWUEKTÒ�C�TKRQTVCTNQ�KP�+VCNKC�
%QOG�UKC�ŜPKVQ�KN�RTKOQ�ECRKVQNQ�FGNNC�XKVC�FK�6JQOCU�5CNOG�G�EQOG�
UVKC�RTQUGIWGPFQ�NC�UWC�UGEQPFC�XKVC�NQ�NGIIGTGVG�PGN�UWQ�NKDTQ�EJG�è�
WUEKVQ�CPEJG�FC�PQK�KP�+VCNKC�RGT�%CKTQ��WPC�UVQTKC�CK�NKOKVK�FGNNC�TGCNVÒ�
EJG�HQTUG�RTKOC�CPEQTC�FK�SWGNNQ�EJG�CPEJG�NWK�KOOCIKPC��WPC�UVQTKC�
EJG�FKXGPVGTÒ�KN�EQRKQPG�FK�WP�ŜNO�G�EJG�TCEEQPVC�C�VWVVK�PQK��CPEJG�
UG� NC�XKC�PQP�è�RTQRTKQ�FGNNG�OKINKQTK̎�FK�CXGTG�UGORTG�ŜFWEKC�PGK�
propri sogni.

Do you remember that character played by Leonardo DiCaprio in 
̳%CVEJ�/G�+H�;QW�%CP̴!�6JG�EQP�OCP�YJQ�DGEQOGU�C�EJCTOKPI�CPF�
TGNKCDNG�RKNQV�HQT�2CP�#O�CKTYC[U!�9GNN��JG�TGCNN[�GZKUVU��CPF�KU�GXGP�
C�ITGCV�RJQVQITCRJGT�CPF�CNUQ� VJG�CWVJQT�QH�C�DGUVUGNNGT��6JQOCU�
5CNOG�����[GCTU�KP�VJG�UMKGU�CTQWPF�VJG�YQTNF���������JQWTU�QH�ŝKIJV�
and 700,000 passengers... and all without a license. 
I was lucky enough to meet Thomas a dozen years ago at a dinner 
COQPIUV�HTKGPFU��+�YCU�UVTWEM�D[�JKU�GPVJWUKCUO�CPF�VJG�YC[�JG�PWT-
VWTGF�JKU�VYQ�ITGCV�RCUUKQPU��JKU�HCOKN[�CPF�JKU�YQTM�CU�C�RJQVQITC-
RJGT�CPF�ECOGTCOCP��$WV� KPKVKCNN[��JKU�ITGCV�RCUUKQP�JCF�DGGP� HQT�
UQOGVJKPI�GNUG�GPVKTGN[��6JQOCU�KU�HTQO�,QTFDTQ��C�UWDWTD�KP�5VQEM-
JQNO��CPF�EQOGU�HTQO�C�OKFFNGENCUU�HCOKN[��#V�VJG�CIG�QH�GKIJV��JG�
started imagining one day becoming a pilot. Perhaps his passion 
CTQUG�QPG�OQTPKPI�CV� VJG�#TNCPFC�CKTRQTV�����MO�HTQO�VJG�ECRKVCN��
YJGTG� JKU� HCVJGT� 
CNUQ� RCUUKQPCVG� CDQWV� RJQVQITCRJ[�� VQQM� JKO�
CNQPI�VQ�YCVEJ�VJG�RNCPGU�VCMG�Qř��7PHQTVWPCVGN[��6JQOCU̷�OQVJGT�
RCUUGF�CYC[�YJKNUV�JG�YCU�KP�JKU�NCVG�VGGPU��9KVJ�VJG�NKOKVGF�HWPFU�
CXCKNCDNG�VQ�JKO��6JQOCU�YCU�QPN[�CDNG�VQ�QDVCKP�C�RKNQV̷U�NKEGPEG�VQ�
ŝ[�UOCNN�RNCPGU�VJG�UK\G�QH�%GUUPCU��*KU�FTGCO�JCF�PQV�EQORNGVGN[�
come true... Determination, charisma and enthusiasm in spades are 
KORQTVCPV�EJCTCEVGTKUVKEU� KP� NKHG�DWV�FQ�PQV�UWŚEG� KP�CNNQYKPI�[QW�
to pilot a giant like a Boeing 737. Thomas, rather, managed to do  
UQ�HQT����[GCTU�CPF�YCU�GXGP�C�IQQF�RKNQV��6JG�MG[�ECOG�VJCPMU�VQ�
JKU�GPVGTRTKUKPI�URKTKV��NGCTPKPI�VQ�ŝ[�C�RCUUGPIGT�RNCPG�QP�CP�5#5�
ŝKIJV�UKOWNCVQT��6JG�KPETGFKDNG�VJKPI�KU�VJCV�JG�YGPV�QP�VQ�DGEQOG�C�
captain without having an actual license. Thomas explained to me 
JQY�JKU�UGNH�VCWIJV�VTCKPKPI�ECOG�CDQWV�CPF�KV�UGGOGF�NKMG�C� LQMG��
̳1PG�RNGCUCPV�GXGPKPI��+�ECNNGF�VJG�5#5�VQ�MPQY�KH�CPF�YJGP�+�EQWNF�
WUG�VJG�ŝKIJV�UKOWNCVQT��IKXGP�VJCV�+�YCPVGF�VQ�RTCEVKEG�CHVGT�JCXKPI�
TGEGPVN[�QDVCKPGF�C�RKNQV̷U�NKEGPEG���̴�6JKU�YCU�JKU�ŜTUV�KPPQEGPV�NKG�VQ�

DG�CDNG�VQ�ŝ[��̳6JG�ŜTUV�VKOG�+�YGPV�VJGTG��+�HGNV�UWEJ�ITGCV�GOQVKQP�
in the cockpit, but I did not know where to begin. Yet I came to know 
VJCV�+�EQWNF�ŝ[�VJGUG�RNCPGU��QVJGTYKUG�+�YQWNF�PGXGT�JCXG�UGPV�KP�O[�
%8��1PEG�+�JCF�ICKPGF�GZRGTKGPEG�QP�VJG�UKOWNCVQT�CPF�DGEQOG�CP�
CKTNKPG�RKNQV��+�CNYC[U�JCF�C�ITGCV�UGPUG�QH�TGURQPUKDKNKV[�HQT�O[�RCU-
UGPIGTU�̴�*G�TGHGTU� VQ� VJGO�CU� ̵O[̷�RCUUGPIGTU�� +PFGGF��YJGP�JG�
tells his incredible story, Thomas is always serious, such as when he 
URQMG�VQ�OG�KP�RCTVKEWNCT�CDQWV�VYQ�OCMGUJKHV�NCPFKPIU��YJKEJ�YGTG�
EQPENWFGF�YKVJQWV� EQPUGSWGPEG� VQ� VJG� RCUUGPIGTU��9KVJ� FGUVKP[�
and his training as accomplices, in 1997 Thomas Salme succeed-

GF�KP�DGKPI�JKTGF�D[�#KT�1PG��YKVJ�C�NKVVNG�VTKEM�
CNUQ�VJCPMU�VQ�C�ŝCY�KP�VJGKT�NKEGPUG�EJGEMKPI�
RTQEGUU��*G�MGRV�JKU�UGETGV�HQT�C�NQPI�VKOG��PQV�
GXGP�TGXGCNKPI�VJG�VTWVJ�VQ�JKU�YKHG��C�DGCWVKHWN�
YQOCP�JG�OGV�KP�/KNCP��PQT�VQ�JKU�HCVJGT�QT�JKU�
children. For 13 long years, Thomas lived in 
HGCT��[GV�CV�VKOGU�CNOQUV�KP�JQRG��QH�DGKPI�FKU-
EQXGTGF��6JGP�QPG�GXGPKPI��LWUV�DGHQTG�C�VCMG-
Qř��6JQOCU̷� ̵NWEM̷� TCP�QWV�YJGP� VYQ�QŚEGTU�
HTQO� VJG�&WVEJ�CKTRQTV�RQNKEG�ŜPCNN[� UVQRRGF�
him in Amsterdam. For Thomas, it was a liber-
CVKQP� HTQO�C�YGKIJV� VJCV�JCF�DGEQOG�C�DQWN-
FGT��(TQO�JGTG�DGICP�JKU�UGEQPF�NKHG��DWV�VJKU�
VKOG�CU�C�OCP�YJQ�YCU�ŜPCNN[�HTGG�
6JQOCU�EQPŜFGF�KP�OG�VJCV�DGKPI�C�NKDGTCVGF�
OCP�YCU�C�XGT[�IQQF�HCVG��̳.KHG�KU�NKMG�C�UPCR�
QH�ŜPIGTU��KV�ECP�EJCPIG�KP�C�OQOGPV�CPF�NWEM�
RNC[U� KVU�RCTV�̴�*G� KU�UQ�CYCTG�QH� VJKU� VJCV�JG�
JCU�VCMGP�VQ�JGCTV�VJG�ECUG�QH�%JKEQ�(QTVK�YJQ��
KP� ������ YCU� YTQPIHWNN[� CEEWUGF� QH� OWTFGT�
in Miami and is still in custody today, serv-
KPI�C� NKHG�UGPVGPEG��#�EQWRNG�QH�OQPVJU�CHVGT�
DGKPI� WPOCUMGF�� 6JQOCU�OGV�%JKEQ̷U� WPENG�
D[�EJCPEG�CPF��HTQO�VJCV�OQOGPV�QP��JG�JCU�
conducted interviews and other work to assist 

VJG� NCY[GTU� KP�QDVCKPKPI�%JKEQ̷U� TGNGCUG��*G�YKNN�PQV�UVQR�YQTMKPI�
VQYCTFU�JKU�HTGGFQO�WPVKN�DGKPI�CDNG�VQ�DTKPI�JKO�DCEM�VQ�+VCN[�
6Q�FKUEQXGT�JQY�VJG�ŜTUV�EJCRVGT�QH�6JQOCU�5CNOG̷U�NKHG�ECOG�VQ�CP�
GPF�CPF�JQY�JKU�UGEQPF�NKHG�KU�EQOKPI�CNQPI��[QW�YKNN�PGGF�VQ�TGCF�
about it in his book, which has also been released in Italy by Cairo 
2WDNKUJKPI�� C� UVQT[� DQTFGTKPI� QP� TGCNKV[� VJCV� RGTJCRU� GXGP� DGHQTG�
GXGP�JG�EQWNF�KOCIKPG��YKNN�DGEQOG�C�ŜNO�UETKRV�CPF�QPG�VJCV�VGNNU�
WU�CNN��GXGP�KH�KV�KU�PQV�GZCEVN[�VJG�DGUV�YC[����VQ�CNYC[U�VTWUV�KP�[QWT�
dreams.
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Il pilota senza brevetto
The pilot without a license text 6'44;�87..1
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6JKU�RCIG��6JQOCU�KP�EQORCP[�QH�VYQ�GZ�PCTEQU�
,QVC�%CTFQPG�CPF�8KEVQT�/GNGPFG\��CPF�QPG�QH�JKU�RJQVQ���#PVGNQRG�%CP[QP��#TK\QPC��
%QWTVGU[�QH�#NKFGO�)CNNGT[��/KNCP�


